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SOLDIERS FREE
The endless beat of marching feet----
Blood-clotted mud.
The suck of siime, the death of time.-
Thud-~--sodden thud.
Rain, icy rain benumbs the brain--
Unseeing @yes, ~wiuvigiig .4 on il (v o |
While dull despair rides everywhere, :
‘Neath frowning skiese.
An HE. shell--portent of hell
Screams overhead.
But what care, we soldiers.frece--
Soon to be dead!l )
On, on we plod o'er mangled sone.
A dead man's hand
Beneath my heel--belly-sick I reel
To no-man's_land.
Through leaden spray we crawl and pray
Machine gun blast
Sans reason or rhyme, we've served our
timeg--~=
Soldiers free at last.
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And they devote themeselves and their
lives to the cause.To what end? When
the hero comes along they blurt out
their story in a stupidly childish
manner and confide their schemes to
‘him as though he were their best
friend.Then instead of killing off
the chump they wait awhile-either of -
fering to take him into partnership.
or trying to plan an elaboratc murdey
for him. And they always are foiled
by the sap at the last moment;all
theizp plans go for naught, Bimply be-
cause they didn't kill the hero when
they had him hit over the head. How
utterly silly they arel I feel sorry

oy the poor villains.
«] do not like the heroines or villain
esses in science fiction stories. They
are revolting. The heroine ie a prig-
gish little fool who blunders into
trouble. Usually it is her dammned
uncle ox father or some male relakive
who is responmiblc for =il The tIron.
ble and send her into danger. Why
these hexoines don't kill off these
grasy o)d coots before their invens
tions materialize is beyond me. Nor is
<hnt the only bone I have to pick with



7 nker==I do not like the hercs
e ':ifhs Tuéy are till-lean-hroazed.
They nave keen hiue or scey eyuo ‘Jhev have reserve stirengin and de-
crmined jaws and a manly grin. ﬁnay resics birens and prefer vapid
sweeties. They get lured cnto spape ships and are thereupon ¢lubbed
over ithne nead and set edrift. They ore suckers for crazy scientists
wic ack thnem to embark on wild tias-~-ira weiling voyvages. They 3ddress
these scientists as "Sir? They 0liow tP“A~L1V“S and thelr hu;g*bus ;
rivl friends to be enticed in%o he siliicol teaps, then go hog-wild
and trv ts uso their fists un obviously oupericr Wlllﬁapﬁe As_u TrE -
sult tuey are cerstantly being knusked vauouscious, Lo tnﬁﬁ WG they
waks up shev are in deauly pexile Solienue fietion 1.ios® Whay ?ukc me
vorit.e-Nor o I Jike the vitliang in stience FioSlag atur1ga. they
wre fen doricd smert for their owa good. Crien-inmoo fhey h»vc &
realiy grsas plan to exweute, and s just reason for dimic

(Fiemen turan 1o page 3, thupn neetisn.e "Cs)re tha Love Intorosis.
Tasy Sre aiwews giliv enpugh S0 IEETSX & Qi jeoparalzcd aunls of
Veiir et SLES te moopee; 1285288 07 sustuabing to the brillient,
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sepilssicated villifﬂ wiic meallyhes something to cfier. 3ut these
feulits are cuplicat:a iu tne villiwaneaz. Sae tov loves She horo.
* o2 wonme iugxﬁlic&b?e Trasol - With all her beaudy. brains and adlure
She can {an6 notiiae Leter %0 1avisi her affection oun ihan & poor

docmed mortel with ihe sonl of f diavoethic goidfish. Women churac=-
CXI An scieace Fiedi n alwhys wowki-aAnd wonalfe more I do not like
the sciertisis in peionce Ficlion sterics. Whey +7lk too mucn: They
Cogrest clscoveries, Lot q;unc pewwl do 00T Llike he nmonsters
in sci;ncc Tiohicn ztorize. Jucy gre tic human, oo asthregocesntii-
cally sizrcoiypeds ’Phcdf Qre LV T‘\,Q._L,---C»- iners you nwve ihL. I do
not llﬁu e eros, the heroineg, wiliicne, villisnueses, sclentistes
Prop caardcters, or vonsters od& lscience fictior: {7 &iso 4o not like
the edizers ¢nd acvst of the readers of science fiction. too I care
little for 95% of +ie writere of science Tiction, Bditor).-Yhat is
thure 1c7%. you ackf ALl right I'il come out with iii-
=1 6o nov 1ik: il fiction. Nyasafstaldidaainang uauﬂzgglauuaahli
SCHE %0 T8 -Toth of rotwen gpelling, vnt I call your
at bQHL- fitoricg, on poge 6, this should hv*'e been
Ld?'q Wwhtian Lrom Lovecraft though o1ld, ©3ill

h0135 "Uﬂu W’ﬁf'mio As uwoull with such things, everyone appreclates
Lovecrats @Eﬁir ne ia dend, ano n‘t before.. . this issus is acted
Sept.s where it chaulsd be (0T, K E'JSDL to _do better next tiine o
ODLTS AR @Xi, gg;ﬁ;"g“'*-“" i To:
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TRl D Lo CMALENT Jourhd LiBlo:
"We wouls sed up A ioncl herdonaricrs manned by professional,
full-ting otbu.maci&a,.we would it amchour journeliem un Bhe same
basis us zuccentful business® thess lines scra woken by the writer
from the ictest blurb coming fros The Cumsiiice fow o Uisaler

Amatecur Prens. It exprocses. the dden Lenind all this Girty work: In
thort they msan to try to make amateur journaiism over into THEIR
brand of professional jornoliems To meke a.i. 2 SSUCCERSFUL BlioIngssY
sre we suspesed t0 swollow this dripe wnd like 33?2 Folliw mewdexe of
the Ai¥a, 1% ir high tine Cﬁ&t we stood up on our hind legs and
howied. DO ¥OU WANT I“lf"wri.;]r% QURHAT, TGS f-..Ly. the love of —iJ-;L Q1 DD YOU

WANT RO ABSSIONAL JOUL TATTEI9 DO YoU WeT AMATEUR JOURNALLIZH TO REf
MAIN & HURSY OR 10 BELO

NTA A ‘GT“U'USru' BUSTERSS®e2e? 1 call your
attention we the fact that one of my adain pianks in w7 Tace 1or
Presidony of the Asfa is the sposhing of this rotvten echemes I{f you
vote for me you veie FOR the american, ond AGAINET placing A.J. on
the bacignof svcccecsaful business, you Foie against commercializm,
praofessionalicm arnd the cther “iomeWitll

O . il son H. Shepnerd.
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“I!ve pojnted out time and again that
the junk in the science fiction pulps
is simply & mees of absurb and extra.
vagant hack formuleg without sub-
stance and gonvincingness--just pue-
rile§ And Lnxg&;aft was right for his
work8 in Astonjishing Stories were re-
seived on the most part by boog~------
which reminds me of the fact that most
science fiction fans still wear three-
cornored pantse....finally I find some
space to give noticc of my tanks to
fellow AAPA'ers who have given us a
friendly hand, this means each and
«very one of you, and this thought re-
..inds me that we welcome contributiones
in the way.of fact and faction--verse
and prose, we have plenty of good mée
¢erial and went more~-our compliments
to George Kay for his work on the
latest 00 which was good work despite
Georgies constant hinting to the other
wise, and our thanks for the use of
the little yarn, which even though it
wesen't so hot, made an excellent
space filler, and acknowledgment of e
ceipt of The Tryout and The Blundexbus
in the pase arounds. Thanks fellows.



